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 “Learning Continues” 

KMTP TV 33, San Francisco, today launches “Learning Continues,” a broadcast initiative enabling tens 
of thousands of Kindergarten to 12 Grade students in the Bay Area without computers or access to 
broadband connections to have access to instructional and educational programming while schools are 
closed amid coronavirus concerns. The programming will be broadcast free-to-air. Most of the intended 
students are of low-income households. Many are minorities.  

“Learning Continues” is part of an unprecedented collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute 
Technology’s Blended Learning Open Source Science or Math Studies (MIT Blossoms); the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American History and Culture; and WatchKnowLearn.org; and local 
educators, producers and poets, the latter including Oakland poet, Amir Tyson. 

MIT Blossoms, a unit of the pioneering cutting-edge research and education university, produces and 
distributes video lessons covering topics including math and science to high school students around the 
world. The African American Museum is a Smithsonian Institution on the National Mall in Washington, 
DC. It opened its permanent home in September 2016 with a ceremony led by then President Barack 
Obama. Others collaborating include Kenya-based Ubongo, Africa's leading edutainment company which 
produces fun and educational media that improves kids’ school readiness and learning outcomes. The 
premise is that kids learn best when they are highly engaged and having fun with compelling storylines, 
catchy songs, beautiful animation, and beloved characters. 

WatchKnowLearn.org is a platform of thousands of teacher-vetted videos organized by subject matter.  
Poet Amir Tyson is renowned for his Black Boy Poems. He is the son of the legendary boxing champion, 
Mike Tyson. 

MIT Blossoms  and others will provide the course contents curated from their archives, tailored to try to 
assure students do not suffer a penalty from school closings, but also are provided an opportunity for 
enrichment by utilizing advanced innovative learning support. Local educators will supplement the course 
content with relevant and culturally centric continuity, explanations, and color. ‘Learning Continues’ will 
continue through the summer to further enhance students’ learning capacities.  
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ABOUT KMTP TV 

KMTP-TV 32, Digital 33, is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission to Minority 
Television Project, Inc., a not-for-profit [501 (c) (3)] corporation (MTP). It serves the San Francisco Bay 
Area as a non-commercial public educational station. Station offices are in San Mateo with additional 
facilities In Palo Alto and transmission facilities atop Mt. Bruno. The station’s broadcast signal is carried 
by substantially all the cable television systems in the nine-county San Francisco Bay area and on 
DirectTV, reaching approximately 1.9 million households over the air, via satellite and cable. 

The mission of KMTP is diversity and inclusiveness in education and media. The station effectuates this 
mission with multicultural program diversity – through information, education and the arts – bringing 
significant programming to underrepresented groups. Our mission of inclusiveness is particularly focused 
on science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.  
 
‘Learning Continues’ is produced by a KMTP Team, co-led by Dr. Lorna Jones as Academic Director and 
YoungSu Yoo as Director of Content. Dr. Jones holds a Ph.D. in Human Geography from Birkbeck, 
University of London. Mr. Yoo holds a Master’s in Motion Picture & Television from the Academy of 
Art University, San Francisco. 
 
ABOUT MIT BLOSSOMS 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) is a 158-year-old private research university in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. It encompasses several major off-campus facilities such as the MIT Lincoln Laboratory, 
the Bates Center, and the Haystack Observatory, as well as affiliated laboratories such as the Broad and 
Whitehead Institutes. Founded in 1861 in response to the increasing industrialization of the United States, 
MIT adopted a European polytechnic university model and stressed laboratory instruction in applied 
science and engineering. It has since played a key role in the development of many aspects of modern 
science, engineering, mathematics, and technology, and is widely known for its innovation and academic 
strength, making it one of the most prestigious institutions of higher learning in the world. 

MIT BLOSSOMS are video lessons designed to enrich students' learning experiences in high schools 
globally. The video library contains over 100 math and science fifty-minute lessons, all freely available to 
teachers as streaming video and Internet downloads and as DVDs and videotapes. Each lesson is a 
complete resource that includes video segments, a teacher’s guide, hand-outs and a list of additional 
online resources relevant to the topic. Each 50-minute lesson builds on math and science fundamentals by 
relating abstract concepts to the real world. The lessons intersperse video instruction with planned 
exercises that engage students in problem solving and critical thinking, helping students build the kind of 
knowledge that comes from hands-on experience. Blossoms’ educators include MIT faculty members and 
partnering educators from around the world.  

Dr. Richard C Larson leads Blossoms. His focus is technology-enabled learning. Since 1969, he has been 
on the faculty of MIT with appointments in the Department of Electrical Engineering; the Department of 
Urban Studies & Planning; the Engineering Systems Division; and the Institute for Data, Systems, and 
Society. He is currently Mitsui Professor in the Institute for Data, Systems, and Society.  

 



 

 

ABOUT WATCHKNOWLEARN 

WatchKnowLearn.org provides a platform where educators store, categorize, and rate the best K–12 
educational videos on the Internet. It has organized more than 50,000 educational videos in all subjects 
for teachers, students, and parents. The content can be located with a keyword search or browsed by 
subject area. The project is supported by the St. Charles Place Education Foundation located in Memphis, 
TN, and directed by Dr. Walter Henley at the University of Memphis.  
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